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Book Report  
1. Science has been undermined in the news numerous times. You are assigned to do a critical 

`analysis on one science book of your choice from the following list – your job is to convince the 
community how the themes and messages in your book are important issues to consider. Your 
goal is to make your book SHINE as an important literary piece that EVERYONE must read! 

a. Format of Book Review: Word Count: 1400-1600 words 
b. Summary: Offer a general summary of the book - your summary must be more detailed 

than the summary offered on Amazon and the paragraphs on the book description. Be sure 
to emphasize the biological aspect and write in the third person. 

i. Included in your summary: 
1. USE EVIDENCE: Offer at least 3 examples of your favorite parts of the book, 
2. USE EVIDENCE: Identify themes and/or the "big messages" that the author is 

trying to portray. 
a. Offer at least 3 examples to support this theme. 

c. Significance: Why should we care? 
i. Why are the themes and/or messages in this book significant to others? How is this 

book important? Use: current events connection and/or statistical data 
ii. Forecast the applicability of the author’s message to future studies/technology or 

societal problems. 
iii. In addition, discuss the author’s qualifications and sources used in the book. Were 

the sources used reputable and appropriate for the book? 
d. Bibliography: In APA format 
e. Rubric: Read it before you read the book. You will find the rubric at the end of this 

document. 
f. List of acceptable books: You can find these books through the public library system, used 

book stores, or amazon.com. If you do not find a book that interests you on this list, you 
may e-mail or speak with me for approval on an alternate book choice. 

g. There are some examples below...others can be found here (yes there are some repeats) 
 
Non-Fiction: (submit book choice here) 

1. Carrol, Sean; Endless Forms Most 
Beautiful: The New Science of Evo Devo 
and The Making of the Animal Kingdom 

2. Darwin, Charles; Origin of Species 
3. Dawkins, Richard; The Ancestor's Tale: A 

Pilgrimage to the Dawn of Evolution 
4. Dawkins, Richard; The Selfish Gene 
5. Dawkins, Richard; The Greatest Show on 

Earth 
6. Dethier, Vincent; To Know a Fly 
7. Frank-Kamenetskii, Maxim D.; Unraveling 

DNA: The Most Important Molecule of Life 
8. Gould, Stephen Jay; Ever Since Darwin: 

Reflections in Natural History 
9. Jones, Steve; Darwin's Ghost 
10. Lorenz, Konrad; King Solomon's Ring 
11. Peters, C.J.; Virus Hunter: Thirty Years of 

Battling Hot Viruses Around The World 

12. Owens, Mark, and Delia; Cry of the 
Kalahari 

13. Ridley, Matt Nature Via Nuture: Genes, 
Experience and What Makes Us Human 

14. Weiner, Jonathan; The Beak of the Finch 
15. Wilson, Edward; The Diversity of Life 
16. Zuk, Marlene; Paleofantasy: What 

Evolution Really Tells Us about Sex, Diet, 
and How We Live 
 

Fiction: 
1. Crichton, Micheal; Congo 
2. Crichton, Micheal; Next 
3. Darnton, John; The Experiment 
4. Herbert, Frank; Dune 
5. Lynch, Patrick; Omega 
6. Preston, Richard; The Hot Zone 
7. Schreiber, Whitley; Nature's End: The 

Consequences of the Twentieth Century 
 

http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_apa_format_examples.shtml
http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_apa_format_examples.shtml
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-biology/classroom-resources/great-books-list
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9O5FiPa5NRAVxDWUmwHLoSeAffLyR3LWcQFrL6TZ8xf2gBg/viewform?usp=sf_link


 


